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islands the Ladrones, or Islands of the Thieves. For all we
know, Guam may have been the first of the Ladrones on which
Magellan set foot.

And now if you will once more look at the map you will
notice that on the way from the island of Cabo Descado, at the
western end of the Strait of Magellan, to the Ladrones, the ex-
pedition must have been almost constantly within one or two
days' sailing from dry land. But instead of holding a little
farther towards the west or to the cast, Magellan, who was in a
hurry to reach the equator, stuck to a course almost due north,
and thereby traversed that part of the Pacific which is almost
devoid of human habitation.

Finally, on March 16, he once more sighted land. Magellan
called the first place where he dropped anchor the Island of
St Lazarus. The name was afterwards given to the entire group,
but when all this territory was definitely occupied by the
Spaniards the whole of this vast group was rebaptizcd the
Philippines, in honour of the Spanish king.

Here Magellan was at last able to make himself understood
by the natives. The navigators of that day, whenever they could
do so, tried to get hold of some native who somehow or other
had found his way to a European port These dusky citizens
were supposed to speak all the tongues of all the heathen in
those regions, and they fared very badly when they had to con-
fess that they were not familiar with the dialects of some of
their supposed brethren. They soon learned what was expected
of them, and faked the conversations they held with the occu-
pants of the canoes that came out to inspect the White Man's
vessel. This fact seems quite often to have contributed to the
outbreaks of hostilities which led to the disgraceful incidents
that were an almost integral part of all early voyages of dis-
covery.

Somewhere or other Magellan had actually picked up a native
boy from one of these islands who, after many wanderings
throughout the Indies, had finally found his way to Europe on